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Bahrain Port Visit

Story by JOSN(SW) Christopher G. Thien

ailors aboard USS Belleau Wood (LHA 3) are back out to sea
after spending five days in Bahrain.

“In large part this is due to the outstanding work from the
ship’s engineers,” said Machinist Mate First Class (SW/AW) Clinton
T. Anderson.

“While in port we fixed the main circulating pump, the number
two boiler, the valve for the super heater, an attached lube oil pump, we
also rebuilt the number one boiler gauge glass, while the Hull Techni-
cians welded a 150 PSI steam leak,” Anderson said. These problems
kept Belleau Wood from optimal performance.

Machinist Mate Second Class (SW) Marvin C. Cook and a crew
of other engineers spent a total of 49 hours in the five days to fix the
main circulating pump. They started work on it the day the ship pulled
into Bahrain.

Security tensions were high, but Sailors were still able to go off
base. Two hang outs that were available in Bahrain for Belleau Wood’s
crew were the base club, the Desert Dome, and the phone center.

The Desert Dome offered Sailors a chance to unwind after being
out to sea for nearly 50 days.

With food, drinks and video games, it provided a diversion from

Photograph provided by USS Belleau Wood crewmember
USS Belleau Wood (LHA 3) Sailors gather for a photo while relaxing at
Naval Support Activity Bahrain’s base club, The Desert Dome. Belleau
Wood pulled into Bahrain after nearly 50 days at sea.

life on the ship. The call center helped Belleau Wood Sailors connect
with someone back home.

Once back at sea, the overall command for the Belleau Wood
Expeditionary Strike Group (BWD ESG) was again at top performance.
With all the work that was completed while in Bahrain, the engineers
aboard Belleau Wood proved they are the best in the fleet.

Congratulations to the Cruise Book Design Winners
Cruise Books are sold nightly in the Mess Decks from 1900 to 2030.

Prices:
General $25.00
Embossed Name on Cover $27.50
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Captain’s Corner

Day by day we are knocking
out this deployment and getting
closer to greeting our families
waiting for us pier side. I’'m proud
of each Sailor for all the hard work
you have put into this deployment
thus far, and I know you will con-
tinue this success into the rest of
the deployment.

I want to first say what a
good job every one did in conduct-
ing themselves properly while in
Bahrain. I know I can always
count on you, and that behavior
really set the bar for the rest of the
ships in the AOR.

We’ve now completed a
large part of our mission, which
was to disembark Marines from
the 11" Marine Expeditionary Unit
(11" MEU), Special Operations

Capable (SOC). The Marines have
safely arrived into Iraq, and we are
continuing our support from the
Gulf. A large part of that mission
will be to protect Iraq’s oil plat-
forms.

Since entering the FIFTH
Fleet AOR, we’ve had many dis-
tinguished visitors aboard Belleau
Wood, to include a visit from Army
General John Abizaid, Com-
mander U.S. Central Command,
Master Chief Petty Officer of the
Navy (SS/AW) Terry D. Scott
(MCPON) and Sergeant Major of
the Marine Corps, Sgt. Maj. John
L. Estrada.

Each VIP offered up much
praise to you Sailors for your hard
work in keeping this ship at its
best.

(" Cover Photograph

USS Belleau Wood (LHA 3) Sailors and 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit,
Special Operatioins Capable, Marines listen while Belleau Wood
Expeditionary Strike Group Commander, Brig. Gen. Joseph V. Medina,
\_addresses the crew during an all hands call.

Commanding Officer Capt. Earl L. Gay and CMDCM(SW) David M. Knipple

Official U.s. Navy photograph by PH3 Erika N. Jones

speak with Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/AW) Terry D. Scott
(MCPON) during the MCPON and the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps’
visit to U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility (CENTCOM AOR).

Everyone is doing a great
job getting qualified for their Sur-
face and Air Warfare pins, as well
as Surface Warfare Officer and
Officer of the Deck. Along with
studying for warfare qualifica-
tions, I hope you are busy prepar-
ing for the up-coming September
Exam. I look forward to advanc-

ing many of you.

Please continue all the hard
work. Belleau Wood really set the
standard on the water front during
sea trials off the coast of Califor-
nia. We are only adding to this ship
and her Sailors’ good names by
completing our mission out here in
the Gulf successfully.
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DEPLOYMENT...

Temptation and Humankind

I Corinthians 10:13
“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to

2

man....

H ave you ever been tempted? How often does temptation come your way? How
do you deal with being tempted in a negative way? What does temptation mean to you in
a positive light? Today, the word ‘temptation’ seems to carry a negative meaning for most
of us. We tend to use the word in the wrong way. You can look at temptation from a

™\

Continuing Education through PACE

Story by JOSN(SW) Christopher G. Thien

B e basically have 48
hours to teach a 16 week
course,” Dr. John D. Hymes
said.

Over 100 Sailors and
Marines have taken advantage
of'the college classes that are be-
ing offered aboard USS Belleau
Wood (LHA3). They are tak-
ing sociology, history and psy-
chology classes that count as
college credit and math and En-
glish, which are academic skill
classes. While academic skills
classes don’t count for college
credit, they help Sailors and Ma-
rines re-familiarize themselves
with a classroom environment.

The previous PACE instruc-
tors who were aboard USS Belleau
Wood were Hymes and Phil
Gillette. This was the first time ei-
ther of them had been on a Navy
ship as a teacher.

Mr. Gillette retired from the
Navy as a Chief Warrant Officer
4. Prior to going Warrant, he was
an enlisted journalist. Dr. Hymes
has been teaching at the university
level for more than 30 years. He
was in the Peace Corps for two
tours of duty. “I had to turn down
teaching on a ship three times be-
fore this opportunity came

around,” Hymes said.

“This is my summer vaca-
tion. Tam very impressed with the
teamwork and discipline the Sail-
ors and Marines in my classes have
shown. Some of the students in
my classes are working 18 hours a
day, and they come to class on
what little free time they have.

Being in class they are ex-
pected to be here six hours a week
and study for an extra 12 hours a
week.” Intelligence Specialist
Second Class (SW/AW) Jake R.
Vantine is taking the sociology
class.

“I want a bachelors degree
in business and physical educa-
tion,” Vantine said. “I got my as-
sociates degree through PACE. If
you have the desire there’s a way
to better yourself while on deploy-
ment.”

The Navy pays for tuition
for the class. The only thing Sail-
ors and Marines pay for are their
books.

Recent PACE courses ended
in early August. More instructors
are coming to replace Mr. Gillette
and Dr. Hymes to offer more
courses to those who are trying to
further their education.

BWD Participates in United Through Reading

Story by JO2 Chad A. Bricks

S ailors and Ma-

rines aboard USS
Belleau Wood (LHA 3)
are taking advantage of
an opportunity that al-
lows them to stay in the
hearts and homes of
their families while op-
erating around the world
by way of video tape re-
cordings.

The program is
United Through Read-
ing, and the Family Lit-
eracy Foundation based
out of California and
Virginia sponsor it.

The program is
brought to Naval ships
and driven by the Reli-

Official U.S. Navy photograph by JO2 Chad A. Bricks
Seamen William A. Copleland reads to his daugther and son back home in Fresno, Calif.

reported back to the Sailor
(or Marine) that it was very
touching and thoughtful,”
McGuire said.

“It brings back
memories for them of be-
ing at home with their fami-
lies.”

“My family hasn’t
actually received the re-
cordings, but I’'m excited
about it already,” Copeland
said. “I love giving my
family surprises,” he
added.

RMD provides this
service to Belleau Wood’s
Sailors, Marines from the
11" Marine Expeditionary
Unit, and the embarked

positive perspective, and I would like for you to ponder on that in this article.

Temptation itself is not sin; it is something we are bound to face simply by virtue
of being human. If we were to say we are not tempted would mean that we were already so
shameful that we would be beneath contempt. Yet, many of us suffer from temptations we
should never have to suffer because we have refused to allow God to lift us to a higher
level. We would then face temptations of another kind.

Your inner nature and what you possess in the inner, spiritual part of your being
determines what you are tempted by on the outside. The temptation fits the true nature of
the one being tempted and reveals the possibilities of the person’s nature.

Chaplain’s Corner continued on Page 3

gious Ministries Depart-
ment (RMD).

A Sailor or Ma-
rine is recorded reading
to his loved one(s) back
home, and then the video
is sent home in the mail.

“I did it last week.
I’'m doing it this week,
and I’'m going to try and
do it every week

throughout WESTPAC
(Western Pacific Deploy-
ment),” Seamen William
A. Copeland said.
According to Chap-
lain (Cdr.) Debra E.
McGuire, Belleau Wood’s
Command  Chaplain,
Copeland is one of the
nearly 400 Sailors and
Marines who have taken

advantage of the program
since the ship departed
their homeport of San Di-
ego late in May.

“It’s a great way for
parents to communicate to
their children back home,”
said Religious Program
Specialists Third Class
Andrew M. Clark, who as-
sists in the recording of the

sessions.

“From what I’ve
seen, it’s a major morale
booster to that Sailor or
Marine, and their families
appreciate it as well.”

McGuire agrees that
the Sailors and Marines’
feedback has been com-
pletely positive.

“Many families have

staff of Expeditionary
Strike Group 3 and Com-
mander  Amphibious
Squadron Five.

RMD will continue
the program through the
end of WESTPAC when
Sailors and Marines will
continue to read to their
children, but from the com-
fort of their own homes.
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BWD ESG First Combat Operations in Support of GWOT

Story by JO2 Chad A. Bricks

Belleau Wood Ex-

peditionary Strike Group
(BWD ESG) didn’t waste
any time supporting the
global war on terrorism
and combat operations in-
side the Navy’s FIFTH
Fleet and Central Com-
mand Area of Operations
(CENTCOM AOR), when
the first close-air support
missions ever launched
from the USS Belleau
Wood (LHA 3) sortied into
Southern Iraq on July 5.
Two AV-8B Harriers
from HMM (Marine Me-
dium Helicopter Squad-
ron)-166 “Reinforced” part
ofthe Air Combat Element

Official U.S. Navy photograph by PHAN Nelson A. Graca
An AV-8B Harrier of HMM (Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron)-166 "Reinforced" takes off from USS Belleau
Wood’s (LHA 3) flight deck for Belleau Wood Expeditionary
Strike Group's (BWD ESG) first combat mission in support
of the global war on terrorism.

“After all the months
of training as an Expedi-
tionary Strike Group, it was
quite a privilege to be part
of'the first combat mission
over Iraq,” said Capt. Tre
DelPizzo, an AV-8B Har-
rier pilot.

“This demonstrates
the flexibility of the Expe-
ditionary Strike Group,”
DelPizzo said.

DelPizzo said of the
four missions flown, two
were during an underway
replenishment.

The Harrier pilots
also performed two air-
borne refuelings during
their 1,200-mile roundtrip

mission. “We showcased
the long-range strike ca-
pability of the ESG and
the Harrier,” said
DelPizzo.

“We were captur-
ing images of the route
the Battalion Landing
Team is expected to
travel in Southern Iraq,”
DelPizzo said.

BWD ESG is a
force combined with el-
ements of the 11" MEU
to produce a national de-
fense asset capable of
conducting sustained
combat operations and
humanitarian assistance
from sea or shore.

(ACE), the air power of the
Special Operations Ca-
pable (SOC) 11" Marine
Expeditionary Unit (11%
MEU), departed the decks
of USS Belleau Wood
(LHA 3) headed for mis-
sions in Southern Iraq.

“Our mission was to
provide close-combat air
support to Army, Marine,
or coalition ground forces
in Southern Iraq,” said
Maj. Craig T. Killian, Of-
ficer-in-Charge of VMA-
214 Det B, an element of

HMM-166. The pilots’
mission was to utilize the
litening pods attached to
the Harrier, traditionally
used as a targeting pod for
laser guided and general-
purpose weapons, to gather
intelligence for the MEU.

“This demonstrates the flex-
ibility of the Expeditionary Strike

Capt. Tre DelPizzo
AV-8B Harrier Pilot, USMC

ESWS Made Easy

Story by JOSN(SW) Christopher G. Thien

T he Enlisted Surface Warfare
Specialist (ESWS) coordinator
started night classes that are de-
signed to help Sailors earn their
ESWS designation.

Machinist Mate C ef Pe
Officer quw a(
Osterbu and P3 Ma 1n Con

rﬁth
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took over as the ship’s E
ordinator.

Since he took over inMarch,

Belleau Wood Sailor’s uniforms
have been filling up with surface
pins. Osterbur set up ESWS
classes to help Sailors earn their
pin. He also made changes to the
way testing aboard the ship is
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“The classes are held at
night where we think we can get
the best turnouts,” Osterbur said.
The Belleau Wood intranet
has the schedule of instructors for

individual days and what they can
sign off.

“I am hoping to have at least
350 Sailors qualified by the end of
cruise,” Osterbur said.

Osterbur said one of the
many reasons Sailors would earn
their pin is so they can see other
spaces and learn more about the
ship. LA

pin, learn mdﬂl’"ﬁm e!Erates they .

aid. “It

S| %(ps when going in front of a
Sailor of the Quarter or Junior
Sailor of the Quarter board,”
Osterbur said.

“If it comes down to two
people who are equally qualified

“Unde;ign/ated se'a'man' "alr
man and firémen, who get their

0 weﬂl’fm

EH Jet to the (jﬁdmmand ” said

and one has their pin, it shows
that they have gone that one step
further. They will usually get the
award,” Osterbur said.

After the Sailors finish
getting their signatures and
standing the watches necessary
to complete the ESWS books,
they’re given a 100-question

e wrltten exam.

W Am:/ pass their test,
to ﬂﬁﬁgam.

erson thaag gets
‘of an

ra 19 year Navy vet-
eran.

Sailors that earn their
ESWS pins have proven by tak-
ing that “extra step” and putting
in “extra effort,” they are ready
to further their own Naval ca-
reers.
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fChaplain s Corner continued from Page 2

You actually determine or set the level of your own tempta-
tion. It will come to you in accordance with the level of your con-
trolling, inner nature.

Temptation comes to each of us daily and many times on
a daily basis. Temptation oftentimes can confuse you where you
do not know whether something is right or wrong. What happens
when you yield to temptation? Perhaps you have made lust a god,
and the temptation itself becomes proof that it was only your own
fear that prevented you from falling into the sin earlier.

Temptation is not something any of us can escape. It is
one aspect to the well-rounded life of a person. Temptation is a
part of being human and it challenges the total person’s growth
process creating a more whole and healthy person. Temptations
you go through are the common inheritance of the human race, and
it is not something that no one has ever before endured. God does
not save us from temptation. Instead, God sustains us in the midst
of the temptations. Through our temptations is where we are chal-
\_ lenged to make the right decision and from making those deci-

~N

Chap (Cmdr) Debra McGuire
sions is where we become stronger in character and develop a value

system of respect.

J

Belleau Wood Provides Comfort to Fellow Mariners

Story by JOSN(SW) Christopher G. Thien

The survivors of an Iraqi
merchant ship that sank in the
Northern Arabian Gulf on Sunday,
August 8, were rescued at sea by
USS Seattle’s (AOE 3) HC-8 he-
licopter detachment.

Seattle’s helicopters rescued
the 12 crewmembers late in the
evening when their vessel, MV
EDHA 11, floundered and sank.

The rescued crew was flown
to USS Belleau Wood (LHA 3) for
medical treatment and subsequent
return to their homeport in Iraq.

Upon arrival aboard Belleau
Wood, several members of the
ship’s crew greeted them and
Belleau Wood’s medical staff at-
tended to their medical needs.

The rescued crew was pro-

“It is the responsibility and privi-
lege of professional Sailors to render
aid and assistance to their fellow mari-

ners.”’ Lt. Cmdr. Gregory Wendell
Operations Officer

vided with clean clothes and a
warm meal.

“It is the responsibility and
privilege of professional Sailors to
render aid and assistance to their
fellow mariners,” said Lt. Cmdr.
Gregory Wendell, Belleau Wood’s
Operations Officer.

EDHA II's crewmembers
were offered the opportunity to

Official U.S. Navy photograph by PH3 Daniel E. Richardson
Commanding Officer, Capt. Earl L. Gay, stands with the rescued crew of a sunken vessel. The crew was rescued
by USS Seattle’s helicopter detatchment. They were flown aboard Belleau Wood the following day where they
received medical attention, clean clothes and a warm meal before being returned to their homeport in Iraq by
Landing Craft Utility (LCU)-1632 the following day.

telephone their families in Iraq.
The crewmembers were also given
a tour of the ship’s hangar deck,
flight deck, gym, and several other
spaces.

The crew of Landing Craft
Utility (LCU)-1632, embarked
aboard Belleau Wood, returned the
crew to Umm Qasr, Iraq, the fol-
lowing day.
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Top Enlisted Visit BWD

Story by JO2 Chad A. Bricks

M aster Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Terry D. Scott
and Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps John L. Estrada visited USS
Belleau Wood (LHA 3) Saturday, August 21, while Belleau Wood Ex-
peditionary Strike Group (BWD ESG) conducted maritime security
patrol in the Northern Arabian Gulf in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom.

Scott and Estrada held an all hands call in Belleau Wood’s
hangar deck. They brought the message to Belleau Wood Sailors and
Marines of an Expeditionary Force, and the jointness of the Navy-Ma-

Official U.S. Navy photograph by PH2(AW/SW) Erich J. Ryland
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/AW) Terry D. Scott (MCPON)
along with Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, Sgt. Maj. John L. Estrada,
field questions at an all hands call.

rine Corps Team.

“The Navy and Marine Corps have a long, proud history to-
gether. We’ve fought together in every major fight for more than 200
years,” Estrada said. “The Navy-Marine Corps team is the number one
example of joint partnership.”

“We’re looking at new and better ways to fight more jointly,”
Scott concurred. “This (BWD ESGQG) is the first time a Marine Corps
general (Brig. Gen. Joseph V. Medina) has been in command of a Naval
strike group,” Scott said to the more than 1,000 Sailors and Marines in
attendance.

Scott and Estrada also spoke of the effects that BWD ESG has
had on the global war on terrorism. “Are you making a difference in the
global war on terrorism?” Estrada asked. “Yes you are,” he answered.
“No democracy ever started out easy.”

“The global war on terrorism is going to be with us for awhile,”

Scott said. “The people who will win this war will be those who have

the strength and desire to prevail. And that means you, the Sailors and
Marines.”

Scott said the war has to be fought. “It’s important for us to

“The Navy-Marine Corps
Tleam is the number one example
of joint partnership.”

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps
Sgt. Maj. John L. Estrada

fight this war for your kids now, and your kids yet to come. You’re
defending the freedoms and liberties that our nation was founded on.”

Scott fielded questions at the end of the all hands call touching on
topics such as new uniforms, Navy manning and advancement. This is
the first time the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy and the Ser-
geant Major of the Marine Corps have visited Sailors and Marines to-
gether.

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, Sgt. Maj. John L. Estrada, speaks to
the crew of USS Belleau Wood along with Master Chief Petty Officer of the
Navy (SS/AW) Terry D. Scott (MCPON).
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First Time Procedure, First Time Success

Story by JOSN(SW) Christopher G. Thien

0 —Vhen Sailors and Ma-

rines of Belleau Wood Ex-
peditionary Strike Group
(BWD ESG) need imme-
diate medical attention,
they are evacuated to the
flagship of the strike group,
USS Belleau Wood (LHA
3), to be seen by the medi-
cal professionals of the
ship and the embarked
Fleet Surgical Team (FST).

Lance Cpl. Joseph
D. Conkey, a Marine with

laparoscopic appendec-
tomy.

“Instead of cutting
Conkey open and remov-
ing the appendix, Walls
made three little incisions
in his abdomen to remove
the appendix,” Balcom
said.

The procedure re-
quires a small light, a cam-
era, a stapler and a scope.
The abdomen has CO2 gas
pumped into it to give the
surgeon room to maneuver.

the 11th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit (11th MEU)
previously embarked
aboard USS Denver (LPD
9), started having stomach
cramps.

After several days of
persistent ailments, the de-
cision was made for him to
fly aboard Belleau Wood
for closer examination of
his condition.

()fflal U.S. Navy photograph provided by Lt. Melinda Pagliarini

Lt. Cmdr. Derek B. Walls performs his first laparoscopic appendectomy.

“The patient was
complaining of abdominal
pain,” said Cmdr. Tom
Balcom, FST Officer-in-
Charge (OIC), “He was
observed for a few days
aboard Denver. The ab-
dominal pain started to
subside, but then he lost his
appetite.”

“When Conkey ar-
rived Lt. Cmdr. Derek B.
Walls, a general surgeon
attatched to FST, gave him
an examination,” Balcom
said.

It was determined
that Conkey had atypical
appendicitis. He was
scheduled for an operation

the night he arrived aboard
Belleau Wood.

The FST handled his
operation a little differ-
ently. Rather than perform-
ing a traditional appendec-
tomy where a single inci-
sion is made to the right
side of the patient’s abdo-
men, Walls performed a

According to
Balcom, this was the first
laparoscopic appendec-
tomy performed aboard
Belleau Wood.

Balcom said that be-
cause of this new method
and the ability to perform
this surgery at sea, Sailors
and Marines recover more
quickly, and they can get
back in the fight.

British National MEDEVAC’d to Belleau Wood

Story by JOSN(SW) Christopher G. Thien

At 10:15 pm on Thursday, August 19, USS Belleau Wood (LHA 3)
participated in a daring nighttime medical evacuation from HMS Echo
(H 87), a Multi-Role Hydrographic and Oceanographic Survey Vessel
from the British Royal Navy.

The British Sailor was evacuated to USS Belleau Wood using a
Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB).

A nighttime boat-to-ship transfer is a difficult and unusual event,
made even more difficult by the fact that the patient being transferred
was not able to move without assistance.

The British Sailor’s malady did not allow him to scale a ladder
for boarding, therefore Echo’s RHIB was forced to attempt an ~ un-
usual procedure involving delivering the patient to the ship’s waiting
medical team via Belleau Wood’s open well deck.

While Belleau Wood’s primary mission is to carry and transfer a
Marine landing force, one of its secondary missions is to act as a hos-
pital ship.

Possessing the largest state-of-the-art medical facilities afloat in
the region, the decision was made to transfer the Sailor to Belleau Wood
because of the ship’s advanced capabilities.

Providing medical attention to the Echo’s crewmember is just
one of the times that Belleau Wood’s medical team has provided qual-
ity, professional care to coalition forces supporting the global war on

Official U.S. Navy photograph by PH3 Daniel E. Richardson
A British National was MEDEVAC’d to USS Belleau Wood via a Rigid Hull
Inflatable Boat (RHIB) to be seen by Belleau Wood’s medical staff.

terrorism.
The Sailor was successfully treated by the ship’s medical staff
and returned to HMS Echo.



