McCAMPBELL Chief Petty Officers Remember Pearl Harbor

By USS McCAMPBELL Public Affairs
At Sea Aboard USS McCAMPBELL - Somewhere in the Eastern Pacific, the USS McCAMPBELL (DDG 85), commanded by CDR Mark Montgomery, sailed swiftly through the water conducting multiple training evolutions.  On this particular day the McCAMPBELL Chief Petty Officer Mess took the opportunity to reflect on a significant event in our country’s history, the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  


“Pearl Harbor Remembered” was the theme for the first ever McCAMPBELL CPO Dining In.  The concept came together through a conversation between CMC David Dearie of Carlsbad, CA., and OSCS(SW) Tony Wegner, both graduates of the Navy Senior Enlisted Academy.  “Senior Chief Wegner and I had our first Dining In at the Senior Enlisted Academy and thought what better way to build some espirit de corps while out to sea,” CMC Dearie said.  From this initial conversation the vision became a reality.  Dearie continues, “Many Chief’s believe that Dining In’s are officer only functions.  Historically it began as such, but it does not have to remain as such.  It’s unfortunate to maintain that opinion and miss out on a traditional naval function that is as memorable as Chief Initiation itself.”  “The evening instilled a sense of duty and purpose, recognizing our mission and why we do what we do,” said ICC(SW) Sean Pangburn of San Diego, CA.

Held onboard while underway on the evening of 6 December 2003, the Mess turned back the clock to 6 December 1941.  Complete with the historic wash khaki and black tie, the Mess assembled on the flight deck following the announcement “now here this, now here this, assemble all Chief’s on the flight deck.  That is all.”  After a photo and cocktails consisting of O’Douls and soda, the Chief’s moved into the CPO Mess for dinner.  

The evening upheld all the original traditions and added a few new ones.  A special POW/MIA table was set, complete with the ceremonial presentation of the elements by the Mess Stewards.  The Sailors Creed was proudly recited and Anchors Aweigh belted loudly for all the ship to hear.  From the saying of Grace, Parading the Beef,  entertainment where no one was exempt, and toasting both formal and informal, it was truly an evening to remember.  

After a first-class meal and hearty entertainment, the Chief’s returned to the flighdeck where “Mr. Vice” conducted the evening business and the guest speaker, former Battleship Sailor and Chief Petty Officer, ENS Mark Gallhager, shared words of wisdom.  The evening concluded with a premier viewing of “Tora Tora Tora.”  

Kept largely in the dark on the evening’s events, many in the CPO Mess did not know what to expect from this formal occasion.  “Going in I expected formality and stuffiness, but it turned out to be a great time and lots of fun,” stated BMC(SW) Vic Hall of Louisville, KY.  “I had a wonderful time.  Good entertainment, skits, and toasts, and it brought the Mess together in a way much different than a Hail and Farwell,” commented MSC(SW) Eileen Borell.

“Pearl Harbor Remembered” was successful on multiple levels.  On the surface it showed us how history can repeat itself from the surprise bombing of December 1941 to the surprise attacks of September 2001 and how a country can rally together behind their military men and women.  The Dining In increased teamwork and raised awareness and morale within the CPO Mess.  And it showed a piece of our naval tradition not often seen by Chief’s that will hopefully carry on to future commands.
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