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USS McCAMPBELL Change of Command

-Aboard USS McCAMPBELL – CDR Mark C. Montgomery, Commanding Officer of USS McCAMPBELL (DDG 85) was relieved of command by CDR Russell E. Haas on 19 December.  The ceremony took place at 1000 aboard USS McCAMPBELL at 32nd Street Naval Station, San Diego.  

CAPT Terry Bragg, Commander Destroyer Squadron One, was the guest speaker.  He spoke highly of McCAMPBELL saying, “Professionalism and exemplary performance have become the hallmark of this ship’s reputation” and also told CDR Montgomery he “will be missed, but not forgotten.”

CDR Montgomery assumed command of McCAMPBELL in MAY 2001.  He is McCAMPBELL’s first Commanding Officer, and oversaw the ship from its construction in Bath, Maine to its commissioning, Combat Systems Sea Qualification Trials, an abbreviated inter-deployment training cycle, a post shakedown availability and two counter-drug deployments in the Eastern Pacific.  CDR Montgomery’s next tour will be as the Reactor Officer aboard USS NIMITZ (CVN 68).

In his farewell speech CDR Montgomery praised McCAMPBELL’s crew and accomplishments, telling them, “Like our motto (Relentless in Battle), we too have been relentless in our tasks.”   In summarizing his tour he noted, ”This tour has been one exhilarating and fantastic experience after another.”

CDR Russell E. Haas, upon assuming command said, “I was told at PCO indoctrination that I have some heavy shoes to fill, and in observing the ship during our turnover, I can see that is true.”  He went on to speak of his excitement in his new role, and told McCAMPBELL crewmembers, “We do have something in common – we’re all shipmates, and I am honored to be a new shipmate.”

The McCAMPBELL is an Arliegh Burke Destroyer assigned to Commander Destroyer Squadron One, home-ported in San Diego, CA.  She was built in Bath, Maine and commissioned in August 2002.  She has a crew of 30 officers and 310 sailors.  

